Prognostic determination and submandibular function in Bell's palsy. Dynamic testing with technetium Tc 99m.
In 56 patients with Bell's palsy, a submandibular gland function test employing a dynamic technetium Tc 99m scan was performed, to study the relationship between the test results and the prognosis of paralysis. Patients who had no difference in function on the affected facial side compared with the healthy side during the test (performed within ten days after symptomatic onset) had a high rate of early improvement. Patients who showed no response to the salivary secretory stimulant administered had an incomplete recovery and were all considered for surgery. Prognosis within ten days after onset was possible in as many as 37 of the 56 cases.